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Cambridge, UK, 16 January 2025  

Coping with challenges of a changing climate 

- Find out more in the Continue to Learn seminar, or visit Syngenta stand 226 at BTME - 

Weather patterns are creating an increasing challenge for turf management. One of the 

biggest impacts now, and certainly into the future, is the implications for damaging 

disease effects. 

New technologies on show with Syngenta at BTME, including the Turf Advisor App, linked soil 

sensors to provide real time data of on-course conditions and plant health monitors, will help 

greenkeepers and agronomist make better proactive decisions for ITM actions, biocontrol 

treatments and fungicide timings. 

Issues associated with the changing climate have seen a wholesale shift in diseases affecting 

turf, along with the patterns of outbreaks occurring, warns Syngenta Technical Manager, Sean 

Loakes.  

Speaking at a BTME Continue to Learn seminar in Harrogate this month (19 January 2025) Sean 

will highlight how most turf diseases thrive in the relatively mild and moist conditions that are 

increasingly prevalent – encouraged by prolonged leaf wetness and the warm micro-climate of 

the turf surface. 

Where early winter microdochium was once the primary scourge of surface quality, for example, 

typically milder and wetter conditions now keep the pressure on all season, he cites. 

“Greenkeepers and turf agronomists will have to make significant adaptations to Integrated Turf 

Management (ITM) strategies to counter the threats and maintain surface quality.  
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“And, if the trends continue, the pressure is only going to increase. Compounded by turf itself 

struggling to adapt to rapidly changing seasonal weather conditions and management strategies,” 

he advises. 

“With such fluid multi-factor influences and the relatively rapid shift in conditions, it is more 

important than ever to have fungicide plans and strategies that can be adapted to the complexity 

of current situations.” 

A historical approach of fixed routine fungicide applications, relying on the same products applied 

on calendar dates, have little value in tackling today’s challenges, Sean suggests. Fungicide 

programmes now, and into the future, must be much more dynamic, proactive and more 

adaptable to the seasonal threats and real-time disease pressures – using the most appropriate 

products at the optimum timing. 

“Better forecasting of diseases and matching to weather conditions has developed hugely in 

recent years – with improved accuracy of the disease models and precision weather forecasting 

specifically for turf management decisions in the Syngenta Turf Advisor App.” 

ITM will help to create healthier plants that are better able to withstand the effects of stress, which 

is often a precursor of disease outbreaks. Promoting stronger plants, typically with greater and 

deeper root mass, builds better resilience to the changing climatic stress, he advocates.  

“Combinations of biostimulants and fungicides, along with other turf health inducing attributes 

of Primo Maxx II PGR and Qualibra moisture management strategies, for example, can keep 

greenkeepers ahead of changing disease pressures – backed by ongoing turf research and 

decision support tools to help get the best possible results.”   

However, even with effective ITM strategies, in most situations more fungicide applications are 

going to be required to maintain the consistent level of disease control, compared to current 

conditions. “Fortunately, greenkeepers now have more fungicide products available, and more 

effective options – along with further new chemistry from Syngenta in the UK registration system,” 

he adds.  
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Greenkeepers can register for the Coping with Climate Change seminar, or visit Syngenta stand 

226 over the course of the event.    
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About Syngenta 
Syngenta is one of the world’s leading agriculture companies, comprised of 
Syngenta Crop Protection and Syngenta Seeds. Our ambition is to help safely 
feed the world while taking care of the planet.  We aim to improve the 
sustainability, quality and safety of agriculture with world class science and 
innovative crop solutions. Our technologies enable millions of farmers around the 
world to make better use of limited agricultural resources. Syngenta Crop 
Protection and Syngenta Seeds are part of Syngenta Group. In more than 100 
countries we are working to transform how crops are grown. Through 
partnerships, collaboration and The Good Growth Plan we are committed to 
accelerating innovation for farmers and nature, striving for regenerative 
agriculture, helping people stay safe and healthy and partnering for impact. To 
learn more about Syngenta visit www.syngenta.com and 
www.goodgrowthplan.com 

 
For UK specific Turf & landscape information and advice, please visit: www.syngentaturf.co.uk Follow 
on X @syngentaturfuk 
 

Data protection is important to us. You are receiving this publication on the legal basis of Article 6 para 1 lit. f 
GDPR (“legitimate interest”). However, if you do not wish to receive further information about Syngenta, just 
send us a brief informal message and we will no longer process your details for this purpose. You can also find 
further details in our privacy statement 

Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
This document may contain forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as 
‘expect’, ‘would’, ‘will’, ‘potential’, ‘plans’, ‘prospects’, ‘estimated’, ‘aiming’, ‘on track’ and similar expressions. 
Such statements may be subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ 
materially from these statements. For Syngenta, such risks and uncertainties include risks relating to legal 
proceedings, regulatory approvals, new product development, increasing competition, customer credit risk, 
general economic and market conditions, compliance and remediation, intellectual property rights, 
implementation of organizational changes, impairment of intangible assets, consumer perceptions of 
genetically modified crops and organisms or crop protection chemicals, climatic variations, fluctuations in 
exchange rates and/or commodity prices, single source supply arrangements, political uncertainty, natural 
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disasters, and breaches of data security or other disruptions of information technology. Syngenta assumes no 
obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed assumptions or other factors. 
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